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Thus it is seen, that the comparative price advantage of

Indian coal amounts to only one anna.   It must be borne

in mind that the pitsmouth price is only Es. 2-8-0, whereas

the Coal  Committee had pointed out  that the average

raising costs for Jheria and Ramgunj coal were Es. 5 and

Es. 6 respectively.   Allowing for a slight decrease in costs

clue to more efficient methods of coal extraction and lower

costs due to* the depression, the Es. 2-8-0 bears no relation

to the figures quoted by the Coal Committee.   And in spite

of this reduced cost, South African coal could compete on

terms of equality with our coal.   What was this due to?

The explanation is provided by Sir Padmaji Ginwala who

plainly ascribes it to the bounty given by the South African

Government on export coal.   He says that " the bounty

is  part   of  a  deliberate policy  of the  South  African

Government which aims at the development of the export

trade in Coal, a result which could only be obtained at

the expense of Indian coal which is its principal rival. "18

He categorically affirms that the competitive ability of the

foreign coal was due to state interference, and, therefore,

he pressed for the adoption of a similar measure here.

Mr. W. C.  Banerjea, speaking  of  the  rebate on Coal

exported to foreign countries, felt that it was inadequate

and that a further fillip should be given to Indian coal.

In his dissenting minute he says " I therefore suggest an

increase of cent per cent of the present rate of increase

in rebate with regard to export to foreign ports. "19        ,

The only outcome of all this was that Government most

unwillingly sanctioned an extra 8 annas on coal exports to |

ports outside India and Burma.   It was like .giving a dro^

of w&ter to slake the thirst of the traveller of the desert:

,Bat:vwlMrt was  far more astounding   than  this   smafi'
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